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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention provides a gaming cloth and devices for 
securing the cloth to a gaming table. 

2 . Description of the Prior Art 

Conventional gaming tables are typically overlaid with a cloth 
cover having the gaming symbols formed on the top surface thereof. 
For example, a roulette gaming table cloth will have the wheel 
numbers formed on the cloth surface enabling the players to place 
bets on the symbol corresponding to the selected wheel number. 

The cloth covers currently in use are attached to the table 
surfaces by stapling the cover edges to the sides of the table, 
(alternately, drawstrings may be used for securing the cloth to 
round tables) . 

Due to the extensive use of the table, the cloth cover tends 
to wear out over a period of time. The table cloth thus must be 
replaced which requires workers to first spend time in removing the 
staples, removing the cloth, fitting the new cloth over the table 
and then stapling the cloth edges to the table sides. The time and 
labor involved in removing and then replacing the cloth covers is 
a significant cost to the casino owners. 

What is thus desired is to provide a gaming table cloth which 
is attached to a gaming table in a manner where it can be easily 
and quickly replaced when necessary. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides apparatus for securing a gaming 
cloth to a table of various shapes and sizes. In one embodiment, 
a Velcro® loop strip is attached to the underside, or border formed 
around the edges of the cloth. In one embodiment, a continuous 
metal hook strip is mounted along the circumference, or perimeter, 
of the table. The gaming cloth is securely attached to the table 
by positioning the cloth over the table and then stretching the 
cloth until the loop containing flaps engage the hooks on the hook 
strip formed on the table. In a second embodiment, a continuous 
Velcro® hook strip is mounted along the circumference, or 
perimeter, of the table. The gaming cloth is securely attached to 
the table by positioning the cloth over the table and stretching 
the cloth until the loop containing border engage the hooks on the 
Velcro hook strip formed on the perimeter of the table. 

The present invention thus provides a simple technique for 
removably securing a gaming cloth to a table, providing significant 
savings in cost as a result, 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

For better understanding of the present invention as well as 
other objects and further features thereof, reference is made to 
the following description which is to be read in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawing therein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the gaming cloth and table 
utilized in the present invention; 
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Figure 2 is a cross- sectional view along line 2-2 of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a cross- sectional view similar to Figure 2 with 
the gaming cloth secured to the table utilizing a Velcro system; 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view similar to Figure 2 with 
the gaming cloth secured to the table utilizing metal hooks; and 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view along line 5-5 of Figure 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to Figure 1, a perspective view of the gaming 
cloth 10 of the present invention positioned above gaming table 12 
is illustated. Cloth 10 is made of fabric, preferably polyester or 
Cordura® nylon, and includes a border portion 13 which extends 
about the circumference, or perimeter of the cloth as illustrated. 
The border 13 may comprise a series of flap portions 14 as 
illustrated although a continuous border portion can be utilized. 
It should be noted that although cloth 10 has the shape 
illustrated, the cloth can be formed to fit any table shape and 
size. Surface 15 of cloth 10 has symbols printed thereon (not 
shown) which represent gambling type games, such as 21 (or 
blackjack) and roulette. 

As illustated in Figure 2, gaming table 12 is conventional and 
typically comprises a textile covering 18, a waterproof membrane 
(not shown) , a foam rubber layer 20 positioned on the table surface 
in a conventional manner and a portion 23 which extends downwardly 
from and substantially perpendicular to, the table surface and 
extending around the circumference, or perimeter, of the table, rr^ 


accordM\ce with the teachin gs of the present invention, a fastening 
member, suis±l as Vear6ro loop 22, i? secured, typically by adhesive, 
to the bottbm surface of a flap portion 14 (although not 
illustrated, eacH\flap portion 14 has a similar Velcro loop member 
secured to its bottok surf ace) . The circumferential portion 23 of 
table 12 has a correspcmding fastener member, such as Velcro loop 
strip 24, formed therearo^nd as illustrated. 

Figure 3 illustrates cloth 10 releaseably joined to table 12. 
This is accomplished by placing cloth 10 on the surface of table 12 
and then stretching cloth 10 until the lo^ membp-rs__2^ formed on 
the bottom surface of flap portions 14 engage hook strip 24, in a 
manner such that the printed image on surface 15 precisely fits 
over the top surface of table 12 . The use of a Velcro hoop/loop 
fastener configuration for joining two items together is well 
known . 

The fabric forming cloth 10 is designed to stretch to form the 
hook/loop engagement as set forth hereinabove. The fit requires a 
tight, woven fabric. The following fabric compositions have been 
successfully utilized: 

1 . 6 ounce micro denier 
75/72/2 X 150/216/2 Polyester 
180 X 80, 60 inch width 

2 . 5 ounce micro denier 

140/200 textured x 150/2/96 Polyester 
160 x 80 polyester 

3 . 160 denier Cordura nylon 
160 X 160 

90 X 60, 60 inch width 

4. 330 denier Cordura nylon 
330 X 330 
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^ X 38, 60 inch width 
Referring now to Figure 4, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is Vllustrated. Cloth 10 is identical to the cloth 10 
shown in Figures 1-3. In this embodiment, the fastener member 
secured to table\l2 comprises a continuous metal strip 30 secured 
around the perimetW, or circumference, of table 12 as illustrated. 
Cloth 10 is releaseably attached to table 12 by placing the cloth 
on the surface of table 12 and then stretching the cloth until the 
ngages metal\hooks 34 formed on strip 30 in a manner such 
that he printed image on surface 15 fits the table shape. Excess 
flap material can be cut off if necessary. 

Figure 5 shows in more detail the metal continuous strip 30, 
strip 30 having a plurality of protrusions, or hooks, 34 attached 
thereto. \ 

Although it is preferred that hook strip 24 and 30 extend 
around the entire circumference of table 12, the strips can be 
configured in dimension to extend around a portion of the table 
circumference. In this case\ the flap portions 14 with the loop 
members 22 formed therein, can be correspondingly reduced in 
dimension. 

The present invention thus provides a simple and inexpensive 
technique for removably securing a gaming cloth to a gaming table. 

While the invention has been described with reference to its 
preferred embodiments, it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art that various changes may be made and equivalents may be 
substituted for elements thereof without departing from the true 



spirit and scope of the invention. In addition, many modifications 
may be made to adapt a particular situation or material to the 
teachings of the invention without departing from its essential 
teachings . 
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